
Work entity in RISM
Purpose and Practice

Ontology and Connectivity



I. Purpose



FRBR (RDA) Entities



RDA Work

A work is an abstract entity; there is no single material object one can point to as 

the work. We recognize the work through individual realizations or expressions of 

the work, but the work itself exists only in the commonality of content between 

and among the various expressions of the work. 

When we speak of Homer’s Iliad as a work, our point of reference is not a 

particular recitation or text of the work, but the intellectual creation that lies behind 

all the various expressions of the work. 



RDA Expression

The second entity defined in the model is expression: the intellectual or artistic 

realization of a work in the form of alpha-numeric, musical, or choreographic 

notation, sound, image, object, movement, etc., or any combination of such forms. 

An expression is the specific intellectual or artistic form that a work takes each 

time it is “realized.” 

Expression encompasses, for example, the specific words, sentences, 

paragraphs, etc. that result from the realization of a work in the form of a text, or 

the particular sounds, phrasing, etc. resulting from the realization of a musical 

work. 



RDA Work identification 



II. Practice



Workflow: Search, edit and connect

- Search work in VIAF interface or directly

- Import selected VIAF node (LC, DNB or BNF) or create new entry

- Edit the form

- Add existing sources to the work object



Example: Work Mozart KV 375



Search: Check VIAF record I

String representation



Marc record of VIAF node (ex. DNB)



Muscat form of imported DNB record



Muscat string representation of work title



Related sources of work (ex. ‘KV 375’)



Connect related source (‘manifestation’) to work



Source overview with work object link



Table of related sources in work display





Further development

Procedure to connect existing sources to works by

- select composer and wv/number to select a VIAF work record

- import the VIAF work record into Muscat

- connect related sources to the new created work record (2019/2020)

Define Muscat           RDA field relationships (ongoing)

Create Muscat API (Muscat 6)

Implement inheritance mechanism (2020)



III. Fields and elements



Work Marc node (datafield) 100 in Muscat



RDA registry element reference



RDA Toolkit description and reference



Muscat Marc configuration Work with RDA reference



Muscat guidelines with RDA reference



Prevent redundancy 

- rdaw:p10004 -> Genre

"Relates a work to a class or genre to which a work belongs."

- rdae:p20094 -> Musicincipit

"Relates an expression to a set of characters or symbols used to express musical content of an expression."

- rdam:p30076 -> Plate-Number

"Relates a manifestation to a numbering designation assigned to a notated music manifestation by a publisher."

- rdai:p40025 -> Dedicatee (item)

"Relates an item to an agent to whom an item is dedicated."



IV. Connectivity



Connectivity: Bibliographic record in DNB



RDF representation as triples in DNB



Display of work title in DNB



Connectivity: CD recording in BNF



BNF title and work record



Wikidata reference



Google Knowledge Graph (JSON-LD)



Conclusion

- Clearer data (entity) model (Work/Expression - Manifestation/Item)

- Optimizing by avoiding redundancy (inheritance of object properties)

- Improved end-user experience

- Integration with RDF (triples)

- Standard vocabulary (RDA entities and properties)

- Improved connectivity to VIAF (through connectors)



Links

https://www.loc.gov/cds/downloads/FRBR.PDF

https://www.ifla.org/files/assets/cataloguing/frbr/frbr_2008.pdf

http://www.rdaregistry.info/Elements/w/datatype/

https://beta.rdatoolkit.org

https://wiki.dnb.de/download/attachments/99090660/02_Block_Block_RDA_FRBR_Endfassung.pdf?version=1&modification

Date=1414567198000&api=v2

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Thomas_Steiner/publication/228782468_How_Google_is_using_Linked_Data_Today_a

nd_Vision_For_Tomorrow

https://publiscologne.th-koeln.de/frontdoor/deliver/index/docId/144/file/MAT_Richts_Kristina.pdf

https://wiki.dnb.de/download/attachments/106037334/Modul_6M_02_Werktitel_Musik.pdf?version=6&modificationDate=148

0693068000&api=v2

https://www.blb-

karlsruhe.de/files/user_upload/PDF/7_Textarchiv/2015_Ochsmann_Digitalisierung_historischer_Notenhandschriften.pdf
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