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What is RISM?

RISM documents what exists and where it can be found.
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Online catalog

• www.rism.info and opac.rism.info
• Made possible through a partnership 

between the Bavarian State Library 
(Munich), the State Library of Berlin, and 
RISM 

http://www.rism.info/
http://opac.rism.info
https://www.bsb-muenchen.de/
http://staatsbibliothek-berlin.de/


RISM online catalog

opac.rism.info and www.rism.info

https://opac.rism.info/metaopac/start.do?View=rism&SearchType=2&Language=en
http://www.rism.info/


RISM online catalog
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Incipit search
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Incipit search



www.rism.info

Digitized music
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What’s in RISM?

All countries welcome!

• Geographic scope
– Europe, United States, Canada
– Latin America: Mexico, South America
– Asia: Japan, South Korea, China, Taiwan
– Australia, New Zealand
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What’s in RISM?

• Chronological scope
– 1600 - 1850 for many contributing groups
– No chronological limit for other groups
– From ca. 1300 (RISM ID no. 900011454) to 

2016 (RISM ID no. 290003236)

All time periods welcome!

https://opac.rism.info/search?id=900011454&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?id=290003236&Language=en
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Latin America in RISM 

• Mexico: 557 records
• Brazil: 459 records
• Chile: 92 records
• Venezuela: 37 records
• Uruguay: 21 records
• Colombia: 9 records
• Guatemala: 1 record
1,176 records total

https://opac.rism.info/search?View=rism&siglum=MEX-*&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?View=rism&siglum=BR-*&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?View=rism&siglum=RCH-*&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?View=rism&siglum=VE-*&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?View=rism&siglum=ROU-*&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?View=rism&siglum=CO-*&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?View=rism&siglum=GCA-*&Language=en
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Hoboken’s Haydn catalog
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Haydn in Latin America

Santiago Chazumba, Oaxaca
RISM ID no. 120000416

Santiago de Chile
RISM ID no. 390000018

https://opac.rism.info/search?id=120000416&Language=en
https://opac.rism.info/search?id=390000018&Language=en
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Musicat

• Data transfer planned with Musicat, Seminario 
de Música en la Nueva España y el México 
Independiente
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Conferences

• Documenting Sources in Latin America, Mainz 
(September 2016)

• Encuentro Internacional de Investigación y 
Documentación de la Música y las Artes 
Escénicas, Morelia (September 2015)

• ARLAC/IMS regional conferences
– Havana (2014)
– Santiago (2015)
– Santos (2016)

http://www.rism.info/en/publications/latin-america-conference-2016.html
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Library sigla

• MEX-MOcr
• MEX = Mexico
• MO = Morelia
• cr = Conservatorio de las Rosas
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Search library sigla online

• http://www.rism.info/en/sigla.html

http://www.rism.info/en/sigla.html
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Search library sigla online
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The newest sigla

• Costa Rica: Archivo Histórico Musical in San 
José (CR-Sjahm)

• Nicaragua: Fondo Histórico Documental de la 
Música Nicaraguense (FONMUNIC) in 
Managua (NIC-Mfmn) 

• Puerto Rico: Archivo General de Puerto Rico, 
Archivo de la Música y Sonido (AMS) in San 
Juan (PRI-SJams)
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No RISM sigla yet

• Belize
• Dominican Republic
• El Salvador
• French Guiana
• Guyana
• Haiti
• Honduras

• Jamaica
• Panama
• Paraguay
• Suriname
• Smaller Caribbean 

islands
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Other RISM activities

• Guidelines: 
González Valle, José V., Antonio Ezquerro, et 
al. Normas internacionales para la catalogación 
de fuentes musicales históricas (Serie A/II, 
Manoscritos musicales, 1600-1800). Madrid: 
Arco/Libros, 1996. 

• Revision: John Lazos and team
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Other RISM activities

• RISM: Presentación general 
(translated John Lazos, 2016)

• Wikipedia 
(translated Antonio Ezquerro)

http://www.rism.info/en/publications/brochures.html
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A9pertoire_International_des_Sources_Musicales
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Muscat

• Open source
• Web based
• Platform independent
• Program and training 

provided free of charge
• Visit the Muscat website

http://www.rism.info/en/community/muscat.html
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Muscat
• Multilingual interface
• Commenting system
• Built-in connection to the 

Virtual International Authority 
File (VIAF)

• Integrated online catalog 
search

• Intuitive look and feel
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Data in Muscat

• MARC21
• Published in online 

catalog
• Linked data and linked 

open data



Muscat: Full record view



Muscat: Cataloger’s view
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Muscat as a database

• Use Muscat as your database
• Customize Muscat for your project’s needs
• Take RISM’s data as a starting point, or 

create your own data pool
• Optional: Share your data with RISM and 

enrich the international database



Open data and linked open data
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Data delivery

• SPARQL endpoint
• SRU interface (search and retrieve via 

URL)
• MARCXML and RDF/XML from each 

catalog entry
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Current data set

• 1,086,000 musical sources
• 162,000 authority files (personal names 

and corporate bodies)
• 31,700 bibliographic records for 

secondary literature



300 pieces  CONTENTdm

http://content.lib.washington.edu/mmweb/

RISM data as metadata in digital collections



Digital library

RISM
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RISM data in local catalogs

• Brussels Conservatory
• Moravian Music Foundation



Data imports: 
Richard-Strauss-Quellenverzeichnis

xxx
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Contact

Jennifer Ward: jennifer.ward@rism.info
RISM Zentralredaktion
Frankfurt, Germany

mailto:jennifer.ward@rism.info
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